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Questions for PC MPPs

1) Is the Social Assistance Review on your party’s radar? How are you planning to respond? Are you planning to use the release of the final report to push for particular kinds of reforms? What changes will you be pushing for?

2) A single person on ODSP currently receives a maximum of $1064 per month. It’s not enough to live on. Under your government, ODSP rates were frozen between 1993 and 2005 and, under the Liberals, this gap has never been closed and rates continue to slide in real terms because the increases announced haven’t kept pace with the rising cost of inflation. During the last election, your party made no commitments to increase social assistance rates or index rates to the cost of living. If the Social Assistance Review recommends increasing OW and ODSP rates so that people with disabilities can live with dignity, would your party support that? Would you personally? What will you do to bring other MPPs in caucus on side?

3) The Tory “Changebook” during the election talked about streamlining the welfare system and its rules. What would that look like?

4) In your election commitments, the Tories promised to “allow OW and ODSP recipients who work part time to keep more of their benefits and ease their transition from welfare to a job”. The ODSP Action Coalition believes that people with disabilities should be allowed to keep at least $500 in earned income from a job or self employment, which is the same amount that recipients can keep each month as help from family or friends with no deductions from their ODSP cheque. The release of the Social Assistance Review’s final report in June will be an ideal opportunity to push for this kind of change. What amount of earnings exemption would you push for? 

5) How will you personally share our perspective on the Social Assistance Review with the Minister of Community and Social Services, during Question Period, in caucus discussions and during budget deliberations?  

6) What other kinds of concrete support can you provide to assist us in moving our vision forward for restructuring ODSP so that people with disabilities are truly supported in their communities and in the workforce?
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