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Questions for NDP MPPs

1) Is the Social Assistance Review on your party’s radar? How are you planning to respond? Are you planning to use the release of the final report to push for particular kinds of reforms? What changes will you be pushing for?

2) A single person on ODSP currently receives a maximum of $1064 per month. It’s not enough to live on. In your election commitments, the NDP committed to tying ODSP rates to inflation and following through on recommendations of the Social Assistance Review to improve income adequacy. How is the NDP planning to push the government to improve adequacy for people on OW and ODSP, given the current fiscal climate? What will you do personally? 

3) The NDP talks a lot about making life affordable for working families. Where does improving social assistance fit in the NDP’s priorities for 2012, particularly in terms of negotiations with the minority government?

4) Delivering more money through the tax system is an idea being discussed by more and more policy groups. The Ontario Child Benefit is an example of how this would work and is the cornerstone of the government’s Poverty Reduction Strategy. Yet families on OW and ODSP have benefitted very little in comparison to working families because of the way social assistance rates were cut and important benefits like the Back to School and Winter Clothing Allowances were eliminated when the OCB was introduced. During the election, the Liberals promised to ask the Social Assistance Review to develop options for a Housing Benefit in Ontario. And the NDP went further, promising to introduce a Housing Benefit. It’s likely a Housing Benefit would be delivered through the tax system, like the OCB. What will you do to ensure that people on OW and ODSP get the housing benefit and future increases to the OCB without losing the money they receive through social assistance? 

5) During the election, the NDP and the Liberals both committed to increasing the Ontario Child Benefit to $1310 by 2013. Will the NDP push for this in the upcoming budget as a condition of giving your support? 

6) In your election commitments, the NDP promised to “eliminate the 50% earned income deduction on the first $300 of income for the first year of employment so that ODSP recipients can keep more of their earnings”. The ODSP Action Coalition believes that people should be allowed to keep at least $500 in earned income from a job or self employment, which is the same amount that recipients can keep each month as help from family or friends with no deductions from their ODSP cheque. How can the Coalition work with the NDP to push for an earnings exemption following the release of the Social Assistance Review’s final report?

7) How will you personally share our perspective on the Social Assistance Review with the Minister of Community and Social Services during Question Period, in caucus discussions and during budget deliberations?  

8) What other kinds of concrete support can you provide to assist us in moving our vision forward for restructuring ODSP so that people with disabilities are truly supported in their communities and in the workforce? 
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