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Questions for Liberal MPPs
1) The final report of the Social Assistance Review is to be released this June. How quickly does the government intend to implement recommendations, given the magnitude of restructuring in the public service that’s being contemplated, both in the Drummond Commission review and by your government?

2) A single person on ODSP currently receives a maximum of $1064 per month. It’s not enough to live on. Under your government, the gap created when ODSP rates were frozen between 1993 and 2005 has not been closed. Rates continue to slide in real terms because the increases that your government announced haven’t kept pace with the rising cost of inflation. During the last election, your party made no further commitments to increase social assistance rates or index rates to the cost of living and, since being elected, has focused on the need to reduce the deficit. If the Social Assistance Review recommends increasing OW and ODSP rates so that people with disabilities can live with dignity, would your government support that? Would you personally? What will you do to bring other MPPs in caucus on side?

(Note: In February, the ODSP Action Coalition and Put Food in the Budget are partnering on another postcard calling for increases to social assistance rates. You may want to get some cards signed and present them as part of your meeting with your MPP). 

3) The Ontario Child Benefit is the cornerstone of your government’s Poverty Reduction Strategy and families on OW and ODSP are some of the poorest in the province. Yet many have benefitted very little because of the way social assistance rates were cut and important benefits like the Back to School and Winter Clothing Allowances were eliminated. What will you do to ensure that people on OW and ODSP get the full benefit of any further moves to deliver more money through the tax system (such as a Housing Benefit)?

4) During the election, your party committed to increasing the Ontario Child Benefit to $1310 by 2013. Given the recent talk of across the board cuts to most ministries, will you keep your commitment to families living in poverty? Will you ensure poverty reduction remains a priority by bringing in the increase in this provincial budget?

5) What is your party’s position on whether or not earnings should be clawed back from people with disabilities who work but do not make enough money to leave ODSP? What is your position personally?

6) How will you personally share our perspective on the Social Assistance Review with the Minister of Community and Social Services, in caucus discussions and during budget deliberations?  

7) What other kinds of concrete support can you provide to assist us in moving our vision forward for restructuring ODSP so that people with disabilities are truly supported in their communities and in the workforce? 
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