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Why Lobby
Lobbying and meeting with government representatives is always an important thing to do:  it is our democratic right, and is crucial if we want to have a say in the decisions that our government makes.  However, it is especially important to be lobbying the Ontario government now around the issues of ODSP and social assistance.  
· The government has appointed two commissioners to review our social assistance programs, with the aim of making changes and improvements to Ontario Works and the Ontario Disability Support Program.   We need to give our input into this process, to make sure the review does not result in simply cutting costs and finding savings.
· The Ontario government has said publicly that because of their large deficit, there is a need for “austerity measures” and spending cuts or freezes.  We fear that the government will use this as an excuse to not make any real improvements to social assistance as this will cost money which they do not want to spend right now.
· In the last two years the government has only raised social assistance by a measly 1% per year, which does not even keep up with inflation.  People on social assistance are getting poorer, and there is a real possibility that this trend will continue.  We need to put pressure on the government to make a serious commitment to improve the lives of people on social assistance, including raising the rates to a livable income.  Even if the government is claiming that it needs to make cut-backs and sacrifices, these should not be made on the backs of the poorest among us.
Who in the Government should you lobby?

Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) are our representatives in the Ontario government. They can be part of the Liberal party, which is the party that currently forms the government, the New Democratic Party (NDP), or the Progressive Conservative (PC) Party. MPPs are the ones who present ideas and changes and, in the end, vote on many of the laws that people in our province are affected by. They are the people who will decide what social assistance (including ODSP) will look like after the review. 
�EMBED Word.Picture.8���












3

[image: image2.wmf]_1387274684.doc
[image: image1.png]





[image: image2.png]




