MPP Letter Template
DATE

Your Name

Your Address

The (Honourable) NAME OF MPP OR MINISTER (NOTE: Honourable is only used to address Ministers)
Title (eg. MPP or Minister of…)

Address

Re: Meeting request from YOUR NAME 

Dear _____________ (First Name, Last Name),

I am/we are pleased with the commitment from your political party to improve Ontario’s social assistance system.  I am/We are members of the ODSP Action Coalition, a province-wide coalition of approximately 150 community disability agencies, provincial organizations, anti-poverty groups, legal clinics, and ODSP recipients who have been working together since 2002 to push for improvements to the Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP) so that people with disabilities can live with justice and dignity. 
The ODSP Action Coalition works closely with many people with disabilities in your riding who have struggled to survive on ODSP, or are still on Ontario Works because they have not been able to complete the complex ODSP application process. We believe that any restructuring of OW and ODSP must address the range of barriers that people with disabilities currently face. While we support improvements that would make it easier and more financially rewarding for ODSP recipients to work, our experience is that employment incentives alone are inadequate as an anti-poverty strategy. 
For those who do find work, 50 per cent of their earnings are clawed back under current ODSP and OW rules. Many others remain unable to find a job or cannot work because of their disabilities. So without increases to OW and ODSP rates, significant reforms to the ODSP application process, and greater access to mandatory and discretionary benefits, in our view, many singles and families on OW and ODSP will remain mired in poverty. 
People with disabilities need access to good education and training, on-the-job accommodations, mentoring and networking programs, better access to information, connections to community services, and assistance with transportation, employment and medical-related costs. 
I/We look forward to meeting with you to discuss these issues and ways in which we can work collaboratively to ensure that people with disabilities will no longer have to live in poverty. I/We will be in touch with you shortly to arrange a mutually convenient meeting date.
Sincerely,
Your Name
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